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My house shall be called a house of prayer.

— Matt. 21:13
What is Prayer?
1.
Prayer is work (Jn. 14:12‑14; Acts 6:1‑4).

2.
Prayer is worship (I Chron.16:11).

3.
Prayer is warfare (Eph. 6:10‑12; 2 Cor. 10:4‑5).

Interruptions to Prayer

1.
Overcrowded schedules interfere with our praying (Ps. 46:10; Mt. 14:22; Lk. 5:15‑16).

2.
Over confidence in our own resources and abilities interferes with our praying (Jn. 15:5; 2 Chron. 7:14).

3.
Insufficient faith and trust in God interferes with our praying (Heb. 11:6; Jn. 6:28‑29).

4.
Lack of spiritual discipline interferes with our praying (1 Cor. 9:27).

5.
Unconfessed sin interferes with our praying (Ps. 66:18; Is. 59:2; Ps. 15:1‑5).

6.
A self‑centered orientation rather than God‑centered orientation interferes with our praying (Jas. 4:1‑3).

7.
Family conflict interferes with our praying (1 Pct. 3:5‑7).

The Believer's Acceptance In Prayer

1.
The blood of Jesus Christ gives us acceptance before God in prayer (Heb. 10: 19).

2.
The priestly intercession of Jesus Christ gives us acceptance before God in prayer (Heb. 4:14‑16; 7:25).

The Believer's Authority In Prayer

1.
Praying in Jesus' Name involves being saved by believing on His name (Acts 19:13‑17).

2.
Praying in Jesus' Name involves conforming to His character (Col. 3:17).

3.
Praying in Jesus' Name involves cooperation with His will (I Jn. 5:14‑15; Jas. 4:3).

The Believer's Aspiration In Prayer
1.
We must humble ourselves before God. (Ps. 51:17; 2 Chron. 7:14)

2.
We must repent of all know sin. (Ps. 66:18)

3.
We must quiet ourselves before the Lord and listen. (Ps. 46:10; 2 Chron. 7:14)

The Believer's Arenas In Prayer
1.
The arena of the prayer closet (Mt. 6:6).

2.
The arena of corporate prayer (Acts 1:13‑14; 2:42; 4:31).

3.
The arena of cooperative prayer (Col. 4:2‑3,12; Rom. 15:30).
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