
Mark: The Church in Formation
The Good, the Bad, and the Pessimistic

Mark 11:24-33

I. The Characteristics of Pessimistic People

A. They ______________ the same things as positive people [vs. 25-
27].

It certainly does flow with milk and honey and this is its fruit.
— Num. 13:27

B. They quickly turn every conversation to the negative [vs. 28].

The simple word “but” has destroyed
great dreams and visions.

C. They build on a ______________ report and amplify it [28-29].

D. They reject the faith and encouragement of others [vs. 30-31].

E. They instill ______________ in others and exaggerate the facts
[vs. 32-33].

The land…is a land that devours its inhabitants; and all the people
whom we saw in it are men of great size.

— Num. 13:32

F. They have a poor self-image [vs. 33].

 And we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in
their sight. — Num. 13:33

G. They cause others to fail in their ______________ [Mark 14:1-3].

When there is no faith in the future there is no
power in the present.

II. The Characteristics of Positive People

A. They ______________ that their faith can grow.

B. They associate with others who have great faith [Rom. 1:12; 2 Cor.
10:15; 1 Thess. 3:2].

C. They read and ______________ the Word of God [1 John 5:13].

D. They remember the times God has intervened in their personal
history.

E. They ask God for the gift of ______________ [Mark 9:24].
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